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Objectives

•Definition of a Diversity Audit

•Why is it necessary to audit our own 
collections

•Avoiding stereotypes and building 
diverse AND inclusive collections

•How to perform a diversity audit

•Alternative methods to a traditional 
audit



•A count of identity characteristics, of the 
authors and/or main characters, that make 
up a library collection.

What is a Diversity Audit



Why we need to perform diversity audits.



Diversity in Publishing

https://blog.leeandlow.com/2020/01/28/2019diversitybaselinesurvey/




How do we avoid stereotypes 
or a single story?



Consider…

• Are most of your books about Indigenous people 
historical?

• Do most of the books in your collection about 
African American or black characters take place in 
urban spaces? 

• Who is represented in your LGBT collection?

• Are most of your books about Latinx characters 
about immigrating to America, illegally coming to 
America, or being undocumented in America? 

• Are your books about marginalized people written 
by marginalized people?



•Diversity AND 
Inclusivity



How to perform an audit



The Process

•Establish Criteria

•Research each title for 
predetermined representation

•Count it

•Math it

•Apply data in meaningful ways

Karen Jensen- TLT



•Shelf list

•Audit form (paper or digital)

•Computer

•Data (regional/ state/ national)

•Informational presentation method

•HELP

What you'll need



Audit form

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Pllnwj0DbYVgX4L2g_i5c-6brleLceMP/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111790053525343019739&rtpof=true&sd=true




Export data



•Book jacket
•Author Twitter bio- My second favorite
•Wikipedia
•Goodreads
•Shelves
•Ctrl + F and keyword

•Google
•Find author website (author bio)
•Find publisher website

•NovelList Plus- My favorite!!

Find information



NovelList Plus



Nonfiction



•It’s mostly the same

•Weed your nonfiction collection

•Start small
• Biographies
• Customs and Folklore- 390
• The arts- 700
• Literature- 800
• History and Geography- 900 

• Who’s in your collection and who wrote the books

Nonfiction



Count it and Math it



•76.3% white alone
•18.5% Hispanic or Latin
•13.4% black alone
•8.6% with disability under 65yrs old
•5.9% Asian
•4.5% LGBT Source- UCLS school of Law Williams Institute 

•2.8% two or more races
•1.3% Indigenous/ Alaska native
•.2% Native Hawaiian/ pacific islander

A note about math

https://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/visualization/lgbt-stats/?topic=LGBT#density
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045221


When you’re done



When you’re done



When you’re done



Apply in meaningful ways



•Write a collection evaluation or report

•Identify how the current collection fits 
(or doesn’t) with the library’s strategic 
plan

•Identify holes in the collection

•Fill holes in the collection

•Use the data to explain purchasing 
decisions

What to do with the data

https://www.canva.com/design/DAEXPU666mM/Poyq6jDcrW5tYGHTKOl-Dw/view?utm_content=DAEXPU666mM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=sharebutton#1


There’s no time.



Random selection

•Random selection
•Every 8th book
•Every 10th book
•Every (inset number here) book



Audit your carts

•Audit your carts
•Baker and Taylor
•Follet
•Ingram
•Overdrive



Collection Analysis Tools

•Collection HQ

•Diverse Book Finder Collection Analysis 
Tool

•Mackin Collection Analysis 



Collection Analysis Tools

Audit Analysis tool



Collection HQ

https://www.collectionhq.com/diversity-analysis/


Diverse Book Finder 
Collection Analysis Tool

https://cat.diversebookfinder.org/


Who
• Asian/Pacific Islander/Asian 

American 

• Bi/Multiracial/Mixed Race 

• Black/African/African American 

• Brown-Skinned and/or Race 
Unclear 

• First/Native Nations/American 
Indian/Indigenous 

• Latinx/Hispanic/Latin American 

• Middle Eastern/North 
African/Arab 

• Multi-Racial Cast of Characters

How
• Any Child

• Beautiful Child: A Focus on 
Identity

• Biography

• Cross Group

• Folklore

• Incidental: Ensemble or 
Background Characters

• Informational: Factual Content

• Oppressions & Resilience

• Race/Culture Concepts: 
Examining Difference and 
Commonalities

Diverse Book Finder (CAT)





Mackin Collection Analysis

https://www.mackin.com/hq/library-services/collection-management/#CAPS


Do your best.
Don’t let a fear of perfection keep you from action.



Any 
questions?

Kymberlee Powe
Children/ YA Consultant
Connecticut State Library
Kymberlee.powe@ct.gov
860-704-2221

https://libguides.ctstatelibrary.org/dld/
children/inclusivecollections

mailto:Kymberlee.powe@ct.gov
https://libguides.ctstatelibrary.org/dld/children/inclusivecollections

